
CONCERNS 
Immediate Concerns 

*Betty Hendrick family *Emily Joiner family (Dennis Irby’s aunt)  

*Lena Marston (daughter of Matt & Elizabeth Marston) *Wayne Harris  

*Janey Schenck (Wayne Harris’s cousin) *Willie C. Haynes (Bonnie Newsome’s son) *Bud & Dolly Stringer  

On-Going Concerns  
*Howard Hall *Bill Acuff *Mitch Britt (Alice Griner’s son)  

*Ellen Plant (Sandra Plant’s sister-in-law) *Luna Chappell (Verna Moon’s great granddaughter)  

*Patsy Miller (Sandy Hooks’ mother) *Joanne Meredith (Doris Harsh’s daughter)  

Stained Glass GazetteStained Glass Gazette  
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God doesn’t ask people to take their shoes off very often in the Bible. It appears in Ruth to seal a deal 

between Boaz and Ruth’s next-of-kin and in Joshua when a mysterious commander tells Joshua the same thing 

God tells Moses when he stands before the burning bush, “Remove your sandals because you’re standing on 

holy ground.” The way I have always understood God’s command to Moses, and others, is wrapped up in a 

connection between cleanliness and reverence. Being clean is part of how we are reverent.  We are to be on our 

best behavior in the presence of God or in God’s house. We treat the parlor and sanctuary with this same 

understanding and reverence. I perceive this reverence as doing what is proper or decent and order, in the eyes 

of the Lord. And I’m sure some sort of this is going on when Moses is in the presence of God. However, there 

is certainly no connection between cleanliness and dirt. Moses is in the desert after all, and tracking dirt from 

one area to another probably wouldn’t make much difference.  

When we ask people to “kick off their shoes” in our homes, we are asking them to get comfortable, 

relax, and stay awhile. What if what God is asking of Moses is for him to relax and be himself; to bear his soul, 

his concerns, every piece of who Moses is before THE LORD? Later God will bear himself to Moses in a way 

he had not done with Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob. God shares with Moses his name, the unspeakable Hebrew 

name YAHWEH, traditionally always capitalized as THE LORD in our Bibles. God revealed himself in a way 

that he had kept from the other fathers of the faith, even Jacob whom God wrestled with, and who begged him 

to reveal his name to, yet didn’t. What you see if you read the rest of Exodus 3 and into chapter 4 in this initial 

interaction between Moses and God, is the picture of a man who neither acts nor sounds reverential or 

awestruck, even when he takes his shoes off. 

God laid out his plan before Moses: “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have 

heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to 

deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing 

with milk and honey. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 

them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites, out of Egypt.” Yet, instead of 

bowing before the Almighty in awe and humility, Moses outlines a litany of excuses: “Suppose the Israelites 

don’t listen to me;” then, “I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that you have spoken to 

your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue;” and finally, “O, my Lord, please send someone 

else!” One writer asks, “Does this sounds like a man who knows how to behave properly in God’s presence? 

Moses sounds more like a regular guy, a real person, a little too much like me, and maybe you too.” 

How are you with God? Are you putting up a façade? Or are you able to be yourself with God, willing 

to bear your soul to him, willing to be real with him in your anger, questions, and joys? I hope we can hear 

God’s voice calling us to our particular duties like this: “Moses, take your shoes off! I need you, not Abraham, 

Isaac, or Jacob, not someone with an MBA or Medal of Honor. Let’s talk, you and I, honestly, about this plan.” 

And Moses, being truly himself, responds, “But God…are you sure this is a good idea?” 

In Christ, A.J. 



Music Corner 
"The choir sounded beautiful today."  What a 

nice thing to say! Choir members are pleased 

when the pastor and the congregation 

compliment them. There is plenty of ugliness 

and sin in this world, and music in worship 

hopefully restores some of the beauty. 

But is adding beauty the primary objective of 

the choir? Actually, the choir has other 

functions that are equally if not more 

important. The music of the choir should not 

be less than beautiful, but it should also be 

more. 

When we gather for public worship, we 

worship God by proclaiming the good news 

about Jesus. This is our commission, 

however, we cannot do all this work on our 

own. We call our pastor to proclaim the 

gospel on our behalf during public worship. 

But we do some of this work ourselves also in 

worship. When we confess our sins, when we 

speak the Creed, and when we sing Christian 

hymns, we are retelling the story of God's 

love. 

The choir proclaims the gospel and helps 

others to do so. In fact, that is the choir's 

primary purpose in worship. The next time 

you want to compliment a member of your 

church choir, why not say, "The music was 

beautiful and thank you for helping me 

worship today." 

Doug 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Worship Committee Meeting 

Sunday, September 17, 8:30 AM 

Deacon’s Meeting 

Sunday, September 17, 8:30 AM 

Session Meets 

Sunday, September 17, 7:00 PM  

Presbyterian Women Board Meeting 

Monday, September 18, 10:00 AM 

Ladies’ Evening Circle 

Monday, September 18, 7:00 PM 

Home of Joan White 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Men's Bible Study will begin on September 18th 

at 12:00 in the Parlor. We will continue our study 

of the Book of Exodus. Please bring your own 

lunch. 

CORNERSTONES 
LUNCH MEETING—September 18, 11:30 

at the church, pick and paint at Arts Center 

afterward 

CALHOUN FARMS—September 28 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT THEMES 

September 20—U.S.A. Night 

September 27—Packer Night 

LADIES’ EVENING CIRCLE 
Monday, September 18, 7:00 pm 

Home of Joan White, 15 Terrace Court 

The group will be studying “Twelve 

Extraordinary Women: How God Shaped Women 

of the Bible and What He Wants to Do with You” 

by John McArthur. 

FLOWERS 2018 
Holly Beard is working on the flower chart for 

2018. If you interested in a particular Sunday, 

please call or text her at 229-798-0669. Dates 

will be first come, first serve. 

About the Confessions of Our Church—Heidelberg 

The Reformation was not a singular movement. Soon after Luther posted his ninety-five theses, reform 

movements sprang up throughout Europe.  Tension between Lutherans and Reformed Christians was 

intense. Because the Reformed did not believe in the real, bodily presence of Christ in bread and wine, 

Lutherans believed that they were desecrating the Lord’s Supper. To end the controversy two young men of 

Heidelberg – Zacharias Ursinus and Kaspar Olevianus – were asked to prepare a catechism acceptable to 

both sides. Completed in 1562, the catechism opens with two questions concerning our comfort in life and 

death. The knowledge that our only comfort is Jesus Christ frames the remainder of the catechism. Each 

question of the catechism is personal, addressed to ‘you.’ Each answer draws as much as possible on 

biblical language. Providing a basis for peaceful coexistence between Lutheran and Reformed Christians, 

the catechism denied that the bread and wine become the very body and blood of Christ but affirmed “by 

this visible sign and pledge … we come to share in his true body and blood through the working of the Holy 

Spirit…” 

FAITH & FILM 
Hidden Figures (2016) 

Sept 19th, 6 pm in the Youth Room 

Please RSVP if you need childcare 

Bring your own snacks or dinner 

We extend Christian sympathy  

and prayers to the family of  

Emily Joiner, Dennis Irby’s aunt 

who passed away on September 10, 2017. 

We extend Christian sympathy  

and prayers to the family of 

Betty Hendrick 

who passed away on September 11, 2017. 

A graveside service will be held at Westview 

Cemetery on Monday, September 25 at 11 am. 



FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, September 10 were given to the 
glory of God and in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tompkins, Mr. and 

Mrs. Joe Rossman, and Phillip Rossman by Fred & Ann Rossman 

YOUTH NEWS 
BOWLING 
Sunday, September 17, 4:30 pm - We will be going bowling at Tift County Lanes in Tifton.  Please 

meet at the church at 4:30 pm.  We will take the church vehicles to Tifton and return around 

7:30.  Cost is $6 per person for shoe rental and two games.  Also bring some spending money for 

dinner at the snack bar.  Check your email for the Sign Up Genius to let us know you're coming! 

FALL YOUTH OVERNIGHT (FYO) @ FPC Americus 
Saturday, Oct. 14-Sunday, Oct. 15 - FYO is a presbytery-wide retreat filled with fellowship, Bible 

study, games, music, food, worship and more! Open to 6th-12th graders. This year's theme is Peace 

Like a River.  Registration and $30 fee due by Wednesday, Sept. 20.  10th-12th graders are 

encouraged to apply to be Small Group Leaders. 

AUTHENTIC PARENTING RETREAT 
February 9-11, 2018, Montreat, NC - A retreat for parents with children from birth-high school, this is 

an incredible opportunity to learn from some of the most dedicated youth and children experts (and 

parents) in our denomination.  $299 for a double occupancy room covers room, meals and program 

fees. Visit www.authenticparents.org for more info (and workshop options) and let Katherine or AJ 

know by Sept. 30 if you're interested in attending.  
 

TUESDAY MORNING CIRCLE 
“In Matthew 6:7 Jesus cautioned against meaningless repetition when talking to the Father. Just two 

verses later, He left a pattern to help us pray. However, in using this passage, which is known as the 

Lord’s Prayer, we’re often guilty of the very thing Jesus warned against; instead of thoughtully praying 

each line, we run through the words mindlessly. But if we take time to carefully examine Christ’s words, 

we’ll find the pattern that can transform our prayer life.” —Charles Stanley 

Join us Tuesday, September 19, at 10 am in the Ellen Vereen Parlor as we begin a study on the Lord’s 

Prayer lead by Deryl Beadles. Everyone is welcome! 

YOUTH SHAREHOLDERS DINNER 
Sunday, September 24 - Those who contributed to our youth stock fundraiser last spring are invited to 

our Shareholders Dinner on Sunday, September 24 at 5:00pm.  We look forward to sharing with you 

more about our summer trips! Please call the church office or email Katherine at 

moultriefpcyouth@gmail.com to RSVP by 9/20.  Keep an eye on your mailboxes for formal 

invitations! 

STOP HUNGER NOW  
Sunday, Oct. 1, 1:00-5:00pm - We will depart from church at 1:00 to head to FPC Valdosta to help 

package meals to be sent to partner organizations around the world.  This Presbytery-wide event is 

family friendly and a great outreach opportunity for all ages.  Please let Katherine know if you plan to 

attend.   

http://www.authenticparents.org/
mailto:moultriefpcyouth@gmail.com
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Return Services Requested 

FROM THE KITCHEN 
By the time that I am writing this, I trust that each of you has electricity and water.  Even 

without the comforts that we take so for granted, we were blessed. 

MENU for SEPTEMBER 20, 2017 

REGULAR/CHILDREN: Beef Roast, Mashed Potatoes, Butter Beans, Cheesy Cauliflower 

Casserole, Rolls, Grape Salad, Fruit, Salad Bar 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DESSERTS: Caramel Cake, Chocolate Cake, Cookies, Ice Cream 

MENU for SEPTEMBER 27, 2017 

REGULAR: Chicken Parmigiana, Corn Pudding, Rutabagas, Garden Peas, Rolls/

Cornbread, Watergate Salad, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DIET: Baked Chicken,  Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

CHILDREN: Chicken Strips, Cheese and Macaroni 

DESSERTS: Chocolate Covered Cheesecake Squares, Cookies, Ice Cream 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

God has given each of us special talents. Now is the time to use them in His service. 

In Christ, Faye 


